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During the last decade, minority
population in Nebraska increased
rapidly while white population
declined slightly. This increase was
more rapid than was projected, but
similar to the national trend. In 1980,
83.1 percent of the nation's popula-
tion was white. This decreased to
80.3 percent in 1990. Although
Nebraskans are more likely to be
whitre, there was a slight decline in
percentage of white population in
Nebraska-from 95.8 percent to 94.7
percent between 1980 and 1990.
Table'L cornpares growth by race
and Hispanic Origin in Nebraska and
the United States between 1980 and
1990. The Asian and Pacific Islanders
(referred to as Asians subsequently)
increased by 95 percent nationally
and over 53 percent in Nebraska. The
Hispanic Origin population in-
creased by 53 percent nationally and
in Nebraska grew by more than 30
percent. Nationally, Blacks remain
the largest rninority, and this is also
the case in Nebraska. However,
given the differences in rates of
growth between the Hispanic Origin
and Black populations, persons of
Hispanic Origin are projected to be





There are several reasons for the
more rapid growth of minorities
when compared with the white pop-
ulation. First, minorities tend to have
somewhat higher birth rates than
whites.In1987, a white woman in
the U.S. could expect to have 1.8 chil-
dren during her lifetime; black and
other nonwhite women, 2.3 children.
Immigration
More important for the growth
of minorities is immigration. During
the 1980s, the U.S. received between
530,000 and 540,000 legal immigrants
a year. (Estimates of the number of
illegal immigrants who entrer and
remain in the U.S. for a substantial
period of time vary greatly from
100,000 to 50O000 a year.) Most ille-
gal and legal immigrants come from
Asia and Latin America, and most
are young adults.
Age Structure
Immigrants are on average 5 to
10 years younger than the white
population. So, proportionately more
minorities are young adults in their
childbearing years. The younger age
structure of minorities also contrib-
ute to their more rapid growth rates.
Iilentification
Finally, the questions on race and
Hispanic Origin on the Census are
based on self-identification. If the
likelihood of identifying with a
minority group increases over time,
then the statistical measurement of
this group will also increase faster
over time than would be explained
by birth rates, age structures, and
immigration. There is some indica-
tion that this is a factor particularly
in the increase of the American
Indian, Eskimo and Aleut population
(generally referred to American
Indians).1
Nebraska
Although all of the above factors
apply to Nebraska's rapid minority
growth, the distribution and growth
of minorities varies greatly by
rsee'More Americans Dedaring Indian
Identify," Barbara Vobejda, Washington Post,
February 17,1997, pagesAl and.{4.
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation wirh the
U.S. Departnent of Agriculture. Kenneth R. Bolen, Director of Cooperative Extension, University of Neb'raska,
Institute of Agriculture gpd Natural Resources.
tt b rhc policy of rb Univcrrity of Ncbnrke"Lircoln nc o diglrimin.tc @ thc b{ir of t@&r, .go, dir.bility, r.@, @ld,
Elitid\ msihl rtatur, vot6o'r rhtu!, nrtiqnl or ctlDic qidn d rcxu.l aidhti@
Lry'?
county. Some minority grouPs are
concentrated in iust a few counties
while others are more widely
located. Some counties experienced a
rapid growth in one or more minori-
ty groups, while others show only
slow to moderate growth. The maPs
inFigures'1.,2 and 3 show Percentage
changes in minorities between 1980
and 1990 for counties that had a
population of at least 500 people in a
specific minority in 1990 (Data for all
counties are provided inTables 2 and
3 on pages 6 to 20).
Blacks
Blacks are Nebraska's largest
minority group, with the Hispanic
Origin population the second largest
in the state. The number of Blacks
increased by almost 20 percent
between 1980 and 1990, with an
absolute increase of 9,245 peoPle.
However, growth of the American
Indian, Asian and Hispanic Origin
populations has been much more
rapid for the last two decades.
Blacks are one of the state's most
concentrated minorities. In 1990,
nearly all of the state's black popula-
tion (98 percent) lived in three coun-
ties - Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy.
Onlv nine Nebraska counties had a
Black population of 50 or more in
1980. In 1990, that number increased
to 14 counties. When looking at the
trend of the Black population from
1980 to 1990, Nebraska has shown a
5.3 percentage higher increase in the
state's Black population than that of
the nation. (See Table 1).
American Indians
American Indians, Eskimos and
Aleuts are Nebraska's smallest
minority. However, this group is
much more dispersed than the Black
population. The 1990 Census pro-
vides data for reservations in 1985
for Nebraska, and from this source it
is evident that 26 counties had popu-
lations of 50 or more. Thurston con-
tains the largest proportion of this
population group (25.5 percent); an
additional9.4 percent live in Dou-
glas,9.3 percent in Lancaster, and 4'9
percent live in Scotts Bluff county
(calculated from Table 2).
Asians
During 1980 and 1990, Nebraska
saw a more dramatic Percentage
change in Asian and Pacific Islander
populations than in other minority
groups (53.4 percent change in Asian
population, compared with 35.3 per-
cent in American Indians,30.8 per-
cent in Hispanic populations, and
19.5 percent in the Black population).
The Asian and Pacific Islander
population is the state's fastest grow-
ing minority. The number of Asians
and Pacific Islanders in Nebraska
increased by 4,186, or 53.4 Percent,
during the past decade. In 1990, 10 of
the state's 93 counties had at least
100 Asian and Pacific Islanders in
their population.
In several counties with some
what smaller Asian populations, the
numbers more than doubled during
the 1980s. About 20 counties experi-
enced over 100 percent change in
Asian and Pacific Islanders ;npula-
tions. In most cases the change was
an increase.
Hispanic Origin
The Hispanic Origin poPulation,
like the American Indian populatio+
is widely dispersed throughout
Nebraska. Similar to the Asian PoPu-
lation, this group increased rapidly
during the decade of the'80s. His-
panic Origin population isNebras-
ka's second largest minority grouP.
In Nebraska in 1990, 11 counties
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Figure 2. Percent Change of Native American Population by County: 1980-1990.
Origin. Eight had 1,000 to 2,999 pev
sons; and four had 3,000 and over
(Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy and
Scotts Bluf0. Thirty-eight of the
state's counties saw the Hispanic
OriS^ population increase by 50 per-
cent or more between 1980 and 1990.
In addition to Douglas and
Lancaster counties, which already
had sizable Hispanic Origin popula-
tions, the largest numerical increases
in the Hispanic Origin population
occurred in Sarpy county which
added 979 persons (an increase of
40.7 percent during the past decade),
and Hall county which added 918
Hispanic Origin persons (an increase
of 76.6 percent).
Some counties have a relatively
small total population, and the rate
of increase in the Hispanic Origin
population was much greater than
that for the white population. Conse-
quently, in less populated counties
the percent of the population which
is of Hispanic Origin had a larger
percentage increase than what
occurred in more populated counties.
Examples are Webster, Valley,
Nance, Johnson, Dundy, Howard
and Fillmore.
Looking only at the percentage
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Figure 3. Percent Change in African American Populatirih by County:198&1990.
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because it is related to the overall
population size of a county. For
example, in Madison and Scotts Bluff
counties the rate of numerical change
was substantial, but comparatively
less dramatic percentage-wise during
the decade. However, these counties
had a large Hispanic Origin popula-
tion in 1980, which continued to
grow more rapidly than the white
population during the decade.
The reason for the continuous
increase in Hispanic Origrn popula-
tion in Madison county is the contin-
ued increase in food processing
employment within the region. The
reason for the large amount of His-
panic Origin population in Scotts
Bluff county can be partially attribut-
ed to original settlement patterns and




Working with population statis-
ticsonrace and Hispanic Origin can
be confusing because persons of His-
panic Origin may be of any race. In-
formation about these characteristics
was obtained from two different
4
Percent Change for Nebraska: -l.l%o
questions in both the 1980 and 1990
Censuses.
Question 4 on the 1990 Census
asked persons to identify themselves
and members of their household as:
White; Black or Negro; Indian
(American) with a write-in box to
specify tribe: Eskimo; Aleu! Asian or
Pacific Islander (including Chinese,
Filipino, Hawaiian, Korean, Viebram-
ese, Japanese, Asian Indian, Samoan
and Guamanian), or another groupi
and Other race with a writre-in box to
specify another race.
Question 7 asked, "Is this person
of Spanish/Hispanic Origin?"2 The
first response option was, '\Io (not
Spanish/Hispanic)," followed by
"Yes, Mexican, Mexican-Americary
Chicano; Yes, Puerto Rican; Yes,
Cuban; Yes, other Spanish/
Hispanic"; with a write-in box to
specify another group.
Having race and Hispanic Origin
as overlapping census designations
can cause population measurement
problems. If Hispanics are added in
with the population from other racial
groups to get the total population of
an area, many will be double-count-
ed. In other cases, people of Hispanic
Origin may be inippropriately ex-
cluded from the white population if
they are viewed as a minority with
distinct differences from the white
population.
When responses to the race and
Hispanic Origin questions are cross-
classified, it is possible to ascertain
how many persons in each racial
goup are also of Hispanic Origin.
This has been done to produce Table
3. In 1990, there were 56,71'1.
Nebraskans of Hispanic Origin. In
Nebraska, 20 A63 classified them-
selves as white, 593 as Black, 697 as
American Indian,396as Asiary and
1,4,726 as "Other." Thus, about 55.4
percent of the state's Hispanic Origin
population was white,39.8 percent
'Othet'', with 4.8 percent distributed
in the remaining three racial
categories.
Table 3 also shows the percent of
non-Hispanic White and percent of
non-Hispanic "Other." At the state
level, only 5.3 percent of the White
population are of Hispanic Origin.
Because so many other persons in the
"Other" category are Hispanics, the
percent of non-Hispanic "Othey'' is
.06.
Because Nebraska has a higher
percentage of white population than
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rational averages, it nray be easy to
underestimate the impact of irrreas..
:ng racial and ethnic diversiQ which
ras been occurring within tf sate.
lor example, minorities ane younger
:han the white population, so the-
:apid growth of minorities will be
nost notable among children and
:hus in schools and other institutions
;r'hich serve children.
In addition, as previously noted,
:ounties within Nebraska vary dra_
narically in the number and growth
rf minorities. In the eastern Nebraska
-ounties, the percent of the popula-
:on which is white is declining at
:ir.ar the national average. But, also in
:ertain counties across the state there
was a more rapid decline in the per_
cent of the population which is white
than occurred nationally during the
decade of the'80s. This pattern could
well be a harbinger of the future.
Nationally, established popula-
tion trends, particularly imrnigration
and fertility rates, are likely to have
an impact on Nebraska,s culfural
mix. The question is not whether ra-
cial and ethnic diversity will increase
in Nebraska but whersit will occur.
In western states such as Wash-
ington, the minority population in-
crease is somewhat even across the
state. In Nebraska, this is not the
case. Our minority population is
increasing in a clustered pattern. As
these clusters of minority popula-
tions increase, recent shifts are pro-
viding us with a brief glimpse of tt e
future. Local institutions, such as
schools, will have to be increasingly
sensitive to cultural differences and
leeds of their specific minority popu-lation. What works in northwistern
Nebraska will probably not work in
the southeastern corner of the state,
nor in northeastern Nebraska.
- ^  _ 
t-T.hi qr*tion has the same wording in
1980. However, in 1980 data were issuedlor
the "Spanish Origrn" population. In 1990 data
werebeing issued for the ,,Hispanic Origin,,
population.
tPersons oj_!-ispanic Origin may be of any race.
source: 
l3fll - rY l' *::: :j :*:::.T. ]3::T": "j:"p*tion, General social and Economics characteristics, Nebraska crable 5e).
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l*Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: 1980 - U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 Census of Population, General Social and Economics Characteristics, Nebraska (Iable 59).




Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 198G'1990
Year/































































































































































































































































Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 1980-1990
Year/







































































































































































































































































Table 2: Race and Hospanic Origin: Nebraska 198G1990
Year/























































































































































































































































8 3 2 5 4











Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 1980-1990
Year/






























































































































































- 4 8 7 6
3 527 22
- 985.4 37.5






















































22 12 50 12
74 42 81 47
-36.4 250.0 62.0 297.7
















































































































































































































Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 1980-1990
Year/
























































































































































































































































Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 1980-1990
Year/


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 198&1990
Year/
































































































































1 1 4 4 7
8 6 8 2
-27.3 500.0 74.5





















































































































Table 2: Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska 1980-1990
Year/
























































































































Table 3: Hispanic Origin of Racer 19{)
Area





















































































































































































































































































































Table 3: Hispanic Origin of Race: 1990
Area











































































































































































































































































































White Other Total Total
Not Not Not
Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic





































































































































































































































































































































White Other Total Total
Not Not Not
Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic






































































































































































































































































































































l*Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: 1980 - U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 Census of Population, General Social and Economics Characteristics, Nebraska Clable 59).
1990 - U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of Population and Housing, Summary Population and Housing Characteristics,
Nebraska (Table 3).
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